In England in 2007 Peter Connelly, a 17 month old little boy -known initially in the media reporting as 'Baby P' -died following terrible neglect and abuse. Media attention turned on those who worked to protect children, especially the social workers and their managers, who became the focus of the reporting and of the blame. This book tells what happened to 'Baby P', how the story focused on the social workers, its threatening consequences for those who work to protect children, and its considerable impact on the child protection system in England. This is the first book to draw together all evidence available on this high profile case and will make a unique and crucial contribution to the topic. It will make essential reading for everyone who is concerned about child protection and the care of children and about the media's impact.
Re-imagining child protection
This timely book challenges a child protection culture that has become mired in muscular authoritarianism towards multiply deprived families. It calls for familyminded humane practice where children are understood as relational beings, parents are recognized as people with needs and hopes and families as carrying extraordinary capacities for care and protection. This important book will be required reading for students on post-qualifying courses in child protection, social workers, managers, academics and policy makers. This critical and reflexive book looks closely at the pivotal but demanding role that leadership and management play in promoting social work and social care. It focuses particularly on the value that is potentially created when the human relationships between people delivering and people using public services are effective, and the conditions are present to nourish confidence, inspire self-esteem, unlock potential and erode inequality. Aimed at new, aspiring and experienced managers, and senior practitioners, it draws on a range of disciplines not typically found in social work and social care and encourages readers to broaden their examination of leadership.
Narrative social work

Theory and application
Clive Baldwin, University of Bradford An exploration of the contribution of narrative to social work values and ethics, social policy and our understanding of the self in social, cultural and political context. The book firstly sets out theoretical concerns and then applies them to specific areas of social work, including child protection, mental health and disability. The author argues that narrative is a richly textured approach to social work that can enhance both theory and practice. As such the book will be of interest to social work students, practitioners and educators, policy makers and those interested in the application of narrative to professional practice.
Social workers affecting social policy
An international perspective
Edited by John Gal, Hebrew University of Jerusalem, and Idit Weiss-Gal, Tel Aviv University Engaging in social policy formulation processes is a major route through which social workers further social justice and human rights. This type of social work activity has been termed 'policy practice'. The aim of this book is to shed light on policy practice in social work discourse, education and practice in eight liberal democracies. It offers insights into questions such as 'what is the importance attributed to social worker involvement in policy change in the social work discourse and education in different countries?' and 'how do social workers influence social policy in various national settings?' The issues explored are relevant to social worker practitioners, students, educators and researchers, as well as to social policy scholars.
Continuing professional development in social work
Carmel Halton, University College Cork, Fred Powell, National University of Ireland, and Margaret Scanlon, University College Cork
Continuing professional development (CPD) has become a defining issue in twenty-first century social work. Based on a survey and interviews with social work practitioners, this book offers a unique insight into the possibilities and challenges of CPD and the issues it presents for newly qualified and experienced social workers in practice. Combining the perspectives of social workers and their managers with international research assures its global appeal. It offers possible directions for the future of post qualifying social work education, making it essential reading for practitioners, educators, managers and policy makers.
See www.policypress.co.uk for information on related titles This exciting and innovative series explores a range of current issues, developments and debates in social work, social care and social policy from a critical and radical perspective. Each of the texts in the series begins with a lead article by a well-known social work academic or practitioner, followed by responses from academics, practitioners and service users and a final reply from the main author. A key aim of the series is to stimulate debate within social work and this is reflected in the range of respondents to the main paper. The series provides an accessible introduction and background to policy debates which can be used by students and frontline workers to inform their practice.
You can purchase all 6 of these books for the price of 5 i.e. £39.95/US$75.00 for the set. To order, please contact Marston Book Services on +44 (0) 1235 465577 or email direct.orders@marston.co.uk quoting POCRDS.
Race, Racism and Social Work
Contemporary issues and debates
Edited by Michael Lavalette, and Laura Penketh, both at Liverpool Hope University
In this timely book, Lavalette and Penketh affirm the importance of social work to address issues of 'race' and racism in education and training by presenting a critical review of a this demanding aspect of social work practice. Original in its approach, and with diverse perspectives from key practitioners in the field, this is essential reading for anyone academically or professionally interested in social work, and the developments in this field of study post 9/11. Social Work (1975) , this volume seeks to explore the radical tradition within social work and assess its legacy, relevance and prospects. With a foreword by Roy Bailey, the book brings together leading academics within social work in Britain to reflect on the legacy of Radical Social Work (both the original text and the wider social movement) within social work education, theory and practice.
